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The Xurds a3 2n armed force 4o not pose a threst to the present
rovernrents of Iran and lreq, The Xurds are poorly equlipped, poorly
organiged, and in the brosd plcture possess only harsssment potential,
in the event o the collepse of the povernments in Tehersn snd Lsghdad
the Kurds have the potentisl to teke control cof their respective sreas,
3milarly, if the lrenisn gnd ireql srmies sre envs-ed in non-Kurdigh
aress to the point of withdrewinr substantiel nurters of treops from
northern £arrisons, the hurds would encounter little opposition to
seperatist sctivities, The Mahabad Republic was formed = with Joviet
dupport ~—- 8t @ time when Tran found itsell unable to direct Kuriish *
politicel asctivitiecs, Sheuld Circumgtances permit, the Soviet Lnicn
is probably ready once sz-ain to extend active support tc a Kurdish
independence movement, The dancer lies not in 8 purely Zurdish effort,
but in & Kurdish nstionslist mcvement supported by the Soviet Union,

Irsn, like Turkey, ig protably mcre concerned with Xurdish
natlonalism than it is willing to admits Iren's 34VAY orcanigstion
is closely octserving Kurdish sctivities to detect snd souff cut
indepenience activities, furdish leaders fleeing from Irsq hsve boen
welcomed in Iren with the sim or collectins prominent Kurds, isolatiny
them, and thus putting to an end Kurdish nationalistic spitation tor
an independent Xurdisten., 4 more lenient Xurdish policy in Iraeq has
slowed the f1izht of refurces into Iran and mony of the refurces hove
returned, althourh & nunber of lesders remsin in Iran, Iren is, ‘
however, reluctant to permit the ove-t rigration of the well orranised
Irsql section of the lierki tribe into traditional -resins rrounda
northwest, of Hessish, Pertl Demokrat Kuri asitators fron Ireq sre
ssid to %eﬁgg;iva in border srecs of irsnisn Kuriisten, and some move-
ment of *ranisn Kurds into Iraq is permitted with the hope of securing
information ofi sctivity amon- iraql Kurdsa. 4lthourh there 1s no
indicgtion thet lron ts stirring up trouble in Ireqi Kurdistsn, irsnien
Eurds sre gepable of crestin, disturbances in Irsq if urred to do 80
by their government, - - :
-The lack,of & commom lesdership is 8 stumblin: bleck to an
effectiva geparctist state, Ho Kurdish ledder has ever had the stature
to commend 8 univergsl rollowins aoross Kurdiston, . 4eetinea of Kurdigh
leaders have been reported snd it is srident thst the Joviets sre sctive
in Xurdistsn, but a firm picture of slirtments is not svailable., The

Kurds of iran dislike the central governmeiit tut many recsll the | _
Mshebad Hepublicy

performsnce of the Joviet Union suring the,doys of

|
'




most Kurdish lesders in Ireq do not suppert the Gessim rovernment and
at the seme time digtrust the Joviet Union. A number of Xurdish
lesders mi ht join ani initislly cooperats with a Soviet-supported
independance rmovement if tangible evidence of Joviet pcod faith were
ferthcominge, liow long indepenient leaders would continue to back s
centrally controlled cffort is e matter of speculstion., Joviet support
and directlon could be a unifying factor amony the Xurds, but this
seme outside direction could creste conditions intolerable to furdish
lesders who joined sn independence movement to escape non-ifurdiigh
authority,

Hulle Mustafe bm‘zari, slthourh not well liked personslly, is
apparently sctive in Xurdigh affairs at the present time. He ia
reportedly in contact with meny Kurdish lesders and his nswme has beun
linked with clsndestine free Kurdisten movements in Iran and Turkey.
His loyslty tc causes cther than his own political sivencement is
doubtful, He hss sppsrently hed differences with the vormmunist Party -
of Ireq, but has probebly meintsined his contact with the Soviet Union.
His unessy relstionship with the rovernment of Iraq would probably
disintegrate if Arab nationalist pressures on Xurdish sreas sre
increased. It i3 reported thot should Yessim fell, Bargani will bresk
with the rovernment of Iraq, His relstionship with other Kuris is
s8imilsrly uneasy — even s portion of the Bargani tribe is anti Hulls
Mugtefs ~= and to stey politically elive he will probabdly continue to
espouse Kurdish indspendence snd to svail himself of the or~snizationsl
sdventeges of 8 cloge relationship with the Joviet Union. ‘eports
of air delivery of Joviat srms to Irsqi Kurdiasten and of the diatribu-

tion of 3oviet arms to Kurdish tribesmen may indicate that ulls Mustafa

is beinp used to inject Joviet influence into ond independence movement.
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